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You bless all in this assembly and in 
this Nation. We open our minds to the 
possibility of Your goodness mani-
fested throughout the activities of this 
day. We open our hearts to receive the 
love, loyalty, virtue, and collaboration 
of one another. 

In this way You strengthen, with 
lasting effect, all our labor and You 
fortify this union, both now and hope-
fully forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote 
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Mr. 
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed a concur-
rent resolution of the following title in 
which the concurrence of the House is 
requested:

S. Con. Res. 97. Concurrent Resolution rec-
ognizing the 91st annual meeting of The Gar-
den Club of America.

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 108–199, the 
Chair, on behalf of the Democratic 
Leader, appoints the following individ-
uals to serve as members of the Help-
ing to Enhance the Livelihood of Peo-
ple (HELP) Around the Globe Commis-
sion—

Leo J. Hindery, Jr. of New York; and 
Gayle E. Smith of Washington, D.C. 
The message also announced that 

pursuant to section 104(c)(1)(A) of Pub-

lic Law 108–199, the Chair, on behalf of 
the Majority Leader, appoints the fol-
lowing individual to serve as a member 
of the Abraham Lincoln Study Abroad 
Fellowship Program: 

Ms. Christine Vick of Washington, 
D.C.

f 

YOU CANNOT HAVE IT BOTH WAYS 
(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, recently, a 
Democrat candidate for President was 
asked about his vote against the $87 
billion that went to support our troops 
in Iraq and to build schools and hos-
pitals for the Iraqi people. He said this: 
‘‘I voted for it before I voted against 
it.’’ 

This rhetoric is so typical of many 
who want to have it both ways. They 
vote to give President Bush the author-
ity to send American troops into Iraq, 
to oust one of the most brutal dic-
tators in history and a supporter of ter-
rorism around the world; but now they 
say we never should have gone to Iraq, 
that it was unjustified that the Presi-
dent acted unilaterally. 

The fact is, on October 10, 2002, a bi-
partisan majority in this body voted to 
authorize the use of force in Iraq. And 
then, in October of last year, we voted 
to supply our troops on the front lines. 
Unfortunately, many of the same peo-
ple who voted to send our men and 
women off to war then voted against 
them when the time came to give them 
the resources they needed to do their 
job and get home safe. You cannot have 
it both ways, Mr. Speaker. 

f 

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
BOB ZANGAS 

(Mr. MURPHY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, on behalf 
of a grateful Nation, we honor a man 
today who recently lost his life while 
serving our country. 

Bob Zangas of Level Green, Pennsyl-
vania, first went to Iraq as a Marine 
and later returned as a civilian to help 
rebuild that country. He described a 
land that ‘‘is in desperate need of ev-
erything,’’ where he felt he ‘‘was pour-
ing a cup of water out into a dry 
desert,’’ but believing some day it 
would make flowers grow. 

He lived on a hope that he made a 
difference, and he did. Americans and 
Iraqis alike mourn his passing, but cel-
ebrate his accomplishments. His wife, 
Brenda, described him as a true patri-
otic American, humanitarian, and Ma-
rine, and, foremost, a father and hus-
band. 

He closed one of his last letters with 
a challenge to ‘‘hang on to your 
dreams,’’ and that is just what he did 
to the very end. It is a dream of com-
passion. It is a dream of freedom. And 
for that, the whole world is grateful. 

Thank you, Lieutenant Colonel Bob 
Zangas. We shall hold on to our 
dreams. 

f 

STOP THE GAS TAX INCREASE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in opposition to 
recent proposals to raise the Federal 
gas tax. As the former chairman of the 
South Carolina State Senate Transpor-
tation Committee, I know that raising 
taxes on America’s families is not the 
proper answer to building a better road 
system. 

The gas tax is a regressive tax that 
affects low-income Americans dis-
proportionately. The revered Heritage 
Foundation recently noted that anal-
ysis shows that increasing the gas tax 
would depress economic activity and 
the incomes of millions of Americans. 
It would also significantly raise less 
revenue than its proponents project. 

Instead of raising the burden on over-
taxed American families, we should 
better manage taxpayers’ money. Mil-
lions of dollars are diverted every year 
on low-priority roadside enhancements 
that are not urgent safety matters. 
Also, we should repeal Davis-Bacon. As 
the Nonpartisan Americans For Tax 
Reform has noted, transportation costs 
would decrease by an estimated 8 to 30 
percent if Congress would remove the 
Davis-Bacon prevailing wage require-
ment. 

I ask all of my colleagues to oppose 
any attempt to raise the gas tax on 
American families. 

In conclusion, may God bless our 
troops, and we will never forget Sep-
tember 11.

f 

LESSON IN CONNECTING THE DOTS 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day as the basketball games concluded, 
I was not quick enough to the TV dial; 
and I was exposed to a 20-minute info-
mercial that was passed off as a news 
interview. 

We are told a lot these days about 
connecting the dots, and I just want to 
help people connect the dots just a lit-
tle bit. 

Mr. Clark, Mr. Dick Clark, Richard 
Clark was on the CBS news show ‘‘60 
Minutes.’’ CBS, as we learned during 
the Super Bowl last year after the half-
time show, is owned by Viacom. The 
publisher of the Clark book is owned by 
Simon and Shuster. Simon and Shu-
ster, according to their Web site, is the 
publishing operation of Viacom, Incor-
porated, one of the world’s premier 
media companies. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Clark closed his 
interview with a comment which actu-
ally should have been first. He said, all 
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